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(C)  PolChief  delivered  subject  demarche  Feb.  15  to  Antti 
Vanska,  Deputy  Director  of  the  Finnish  MFA  Unit  for  Russia. 

The  GoF  views  Russian  unilateral  recognition  of  Abkhazia  as 
unlikely.  Some  Russian  officials  had  suggested  months  ago 
that  they  might  consider  recognizing  Abkhazia,  "back  when 
they  still  thought  they  could  derail  the  Kosovo  independence 
process,"  Vanska  said.  Now  that  the  Kosovo  process  has 
advanced,  however,  this  possibility  has  diminished.  Russian 
FM  Lavrov  recently  stated  publicly  that  Russia  would  gain 
nothing  by  recognizing  Abkhazia,  Vanska  said,  adding  that  the 
GoF  has  heard  suggestions  along  similar  lines  from  Russian 
officials  in  private. 
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